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A Study Of Settlement Patterns In The Tungchiyu , Penghu Islands
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With Tunchiyu Island of Penghu as the subject, this study tried to conduct complete
basic field work and data analyses of the physical environment of the island. It aims to
understand under the existing natural environment and making living patters that proved not
easy for survival, the meaning of settlement patterns and its social operation mechanism.
From the angle of macro-perspective and interdisciplinary approach, this study uses the data
obtained from archaeological excavation, historical documents, demographics, maps and sets
of drawing and interpretations as well as field survey of buildings and field interviews
through basic approaches such as cross-comparisons, analyses and inductions to understand
the formation and changes of the settlements and the factors that may affect the space.

In the 17th century, the population in-the-Penghu Islands increased sharply that the

immigrants started to form the settlements on the Tungchiyu Island. The characteristics of
geographic location made Tungchiyu as an important base on the Taiwan-Penghu sea lanes
and transshipment hub of maritime trade. The island located at the remote side of Penghu and
hard to make living became so prosperous that the local people called it “Little Shanghai”.
The people there have witnessed the growth and decline of Tungchiyu. Now the population of
actual inhabitants are only 20 to 30 and most of thme are senior people. For many years,
Taiwan Power Company has coveted to make the island as a potential nuclear waste disposal
site.
In January 2000, Tungchiyu was designated by Penghu County Government as Penghu South
Sea Basalt Nature Reserve. The threat of candidate site for nuclear waste disposal was
removed and 14-years protest activities came to end. But the accompanying problem is how
“Four Penghu Islands Marine National Park” promoted by the Marine National Park Service
and Community Empowering and regional tourism autonomously launched by the local
residents achieve “integrated conservation and development” and that will be one of
important issues they have to face in future.

Keywords: Tunchiyu, Penghu Islands, island settlements, formation and change
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