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A Study on the Reliability of
Accomplice's Confessions

Abstract
In the practical law enforcement on

the criminal procedural, an accomplice's
confession has played an important role
to decide the accused guilty. Although

the danger of an accomplice's confession,

not only prosecutor, the judge was
incline to accept the confession and
value its reliability aso. The Crimind
Procedural Law revised in 2003 admits
that a statement of an accomplice is a
hearsay to the accused involved with
him, and the accused has aright to cross
examination him just in the way same to
stand awitness.

Moreover, the law requires that the
court could not judge the accused
confessed guilty only as an accomplice's
statement. In  other words, an
accomplice's self-inculpatory statement
only when combined with other
independent evidence can inculpate a
criminal defendant. The goa of this

revision is mainly to reduce the danger
of an accomplice's confession. However,
This study points out that the problems
of an accomplice's confession should be
considered by an entire viewpoint of
evidence rule. It is an essential issue
how the accused could be protected
from an unjust statement made by an
accomplice.

This research examined the meaning
and effects of the article 156 item 2,
especially to investigate the types of the
danger that an accomplice's confession
involved, and to discuss the differences
of the danger between an accomplice's
statement and that of an accused, aso
between an accomplice and a witness.
There are mainly three types of danger
inherent in the accomplice's statement:
retaliation, shift one's responsibility and
drawing into the case.

Due to the inherent
untrustworthiness, an  accomplice's
statement  should be  generdly

admissible in a joint trid as substantive
evidence only against the declarant, and
not against any other co-defendants. The
reliability of accomplice's statement
should be valued in a strict way than any
other evidences. Nevertheless this
research found that it is irregular in the

practical Situation to dea with
corroborating accomplice's
statement.

It is unarguable that a defendant
cannot be convicced on the
uncorroborated  testimony of an
accomplice. Although it need not be



adequate, in and of itself, to support a
conviction, this corroborative evidence
should be direct or entirey
circumstantial, and it is sufficient to
meet the requirements of the rule if it
fairly and legitimately tends to connect
the defendant with the commission of
the crime charged.

The results provide a much helpful
and valuable viewpoint to improve the
unfair practice of overvaue the
reliability of accomplice's confessions.

Keywords: Accomplice's Confession,

Voluntariness Test, Reliability,
Corroboration Evidence, Discretionary
Impression
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