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This project explores the efficacy of
implementing content-based instruction
in a junior high school in central Taiwan.
Based on the beliefs that contextualized
content can provide meaningful,
comprehensive input which facilitates
L2 acquisition, and that L2 learning
should hone both the students’ basic
interpersonal communication skills
(BICS) and cognitive academic
language proficiency (CALP), the idea
of implementing a content-based EFL
instruction project for junior high school
students in Taiwan was conceived. A
group of junior high school students
were involved in the study. They were



instructed in the content-based approach
once a week for a year. To assess the
effect of the approach, the students’
worksheets, scores of quizzes, writing
assignments, responses to a
questionnaire were collected.
Preliminary data analysis revealed that
the students’ attitudes towards reading,
reading fluency, vocabulary ability, and
grammar competence were improved.
Their answers toward the end-of project
questionnaire also showed positive
responses. Based on the findings, it
seems that content-based instruction can
be a viable choice for EFL teaching in
junior high schools. The documentation
of the actual day-to-day implementation
of this project can also provide EFL
teachers practical advice on how to
avoid potential pitfalls so that their
instruction can yield productive results.

Key words: teaching English in junior
high school, content-based instruction,
reading and writing connection,
curriculum implementation and
evaluation
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