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A Study of the Authorship of Persons of the
Seventy-Two Dynasties

Shiu-Chun Sun*

Abstract

Persons of the Seventy-Two Dynasties is a Ming huaben (557) fiction
collection. This book deserves attention because it is one of the very few works
that uses the hua-ben genre in depicting characters in the Four Books ( {IUZE ) ).

Since the authorship of this book has been uncertain and disputes abounds,
the author of this paper will attempt to clarify the problem of the authorship. Since
one of the possible candidates for the author is Yuan Huang (¢zu Liaofan IHE » &
T M) of the Ming dynasty, a figure famous for promoting moral checklist (Zfji&
#%), the importance of the authorship and of this book as a moral exemplum
become prominent.

Keywords : Huaben (5574%), Novels of Person, Yuan Liaofan
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