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Expectation, Clan Continuation, and
Self-Expression--A Discussion on Educational Poetry
(kexun shi’) of Female Writers in the

Qing Dynasty

Hui-ling Chung*

Abstract

Female writers' educational poetry (kexun shi) in the Qing dynasty presents
the writers' attitude and psychological expectation towards the educating of their
children. The poems not only reflect the mainstream values of patriarchal culture
but also display the common image of a mother's role. However, between or
underlying the words, a self of the writer and her personal life history are hidden.
This article spells out the abundant self-expression of these female writers from
the following approaches: parents' educational expectation, the handing down of
experience, family chronicles, and self-writing.

Keywords : the Qing dynasty, female writers, educational poetry (kexun shi),
expectation, family heritage, self-expression
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