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The Contents, Origin and Significance of the Theory

of Three Unities in Tung Chung-shu’s Thoughts

Chang, Tuan-sui’

[ Abstract ]

Tung Chung-shu, one of the great Confucian scholars in Han Dynasty,
proposed in his article, “The Contents and Structure of Transforming Regime”
(san-tai kai-chih chih-wen = t:z4|H <), a theory of the development of
history in the Three Dynasties, which was termed The Three Unities ( = st
Modern scholars have proved that the theory was modeled on the idea of Five
Virtues Cycle ( wu-teh chung-shihs 7 4§ % 4 ), posited by Tsou Yan (%5 /#7) of the
Warring States period. Since Tsou’s idea was in vogue and circulated throughout
the early stage of the Western Han Dynasty, why did Tung have to propose his
new theory? This article attempts to look into the possible reasons by examining
the nature of Tsou Yan’s idea, the political and intellectual milieu of the founding
years of the Western Han Dynasty. The result proposed in this article might also
help us to understand and evaluate the impact of Tung’s theory of Three Unities
on the political culture of Han Dynasty.

Keywords : The Three Unities, Tung chung-shu, Concept of contents and structure
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