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Genre, Gender and Authority in Wuyin Cao:
An Investigation of

Liu Ru-shi’s Writing Strategies
Tang, Yu-Li"

[ Abstract)

This article will focus on Liu Rushi’s #r4-#_ early writing, Wuyin Cao ™~
¥ % (Writings Written in the Year of Wuyin) through an investigation of the
genres she used: shi (poetry), ci (lyric poetry) and fu (rthyme-poetry). The subjects
of her poems are multifaceted: bitter feeling, sadness, aspirations for success and
other concerns. As for the lyric poetry, Liu uses the poetic genre as a medium to
express her innermost personal feelings and intimate love passion. Rhyme-poetry
is traditionally a masculine genre monopolized by male writers to express their
loyalty, admonitions to the ruler, usually with strong moral implications in it.
However, while engaged in writing rhyme-poems, Liu intentionally twisted the
generic conventions in “Ode to the God of Lo River” ( § ;& 4! i) to depict the
love affairs between male protagonist and the goddess, and she also used the
preface to subvert the conventional use of this genre to offer admonitions to the
ruler. This switching of gender position in her writings will be the focus of this
paper: how a traditionally male-dominated, male-monopolized genre was used by
a female writer to meet her own purpose in her own ways. The various
experimentations of twisting conventional uses of genre in effect reveal a deep
thinking in Liu Rushi who tried to get out of the boundaries imposed on woman
writers in traditional Chinese society.

Keywords : Liu Rushi, Wuyin Cao, Ode to God of Lo, woman literature
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