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A Study of the Prose Written in Taiwan
by Officials From Mainland China During Qing Dynasty

TIEN, Chi-wen *

[ Abstract ]

The start of Taiwan literature can be traced back to Late Ming dynasty. It
reached the peak during the Qing period and developed into the modern times.
During the Qing time, writing of the classical prose prospered and a large quantity
of works had been created, with high quality. Among them, those written by
officials from Mainland China prove to be important in the development of
classical prose in the history of Taiwan literature. Their works not only serve as
a guide for Taiwanese writers to understanding classical prose style but also set up
the criteria for later development of classical prose written by Taiwanese writers.
A grasp of their works can lead us to a better understanding of the general
development of classical prose written in Taiwan. This article will thus
characterize the specific features of the writing by those officials and their
influence on local fellow writers of classical prose, so as to present better picture

of how the classicl prose in Taiwan developed and its merits and demerits.

Keywords: Taiwan literature  classical prose ~ Taiwan culture
Literature written by officials from Mainland China

% Assistant professor, Department of Literature and Teaching, Hsing-guo College of Management
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