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The Polyphonic Dialogue Between the Critical Review

(Xueheng) School and the New Cultural School

CHOU, Shu-mei*

[ Abstract ]

As a starting point of modern Chinese literature, culture and thoughts, the
importance and complexity of the May Fourth Movement have been emphasized
and interpreted again and again. However, the scene of heterglossia as we see it
today is no less exciting than our precursors of the May Fourth Generation saw it.
The May Fourth New Cultural proponents and their opponents coexist in an
environment of complicated discursive practice; and the vitality of May Fourth
Movement in fact stems from this multilayered chorus. In the rivalry between
The Critical Review (Xueneng School) and the New Cultural Movement
proponents, the remnants of traditional discourses coexisted with the emerging,
dominant discourses, engaging each other in heterogenous dialogues, creating a
multi-layered, multi-dimensional sphere. The spirit of May Fourth Movement,
in the final analysis, was formed by the various cultural, educational, and
psychological needs from different perspectives, and also by the interaction of

different schools.

Keywords: The Critical Review (Xueheng School) the New Cultural Sdchool
Polyphonic dialogue

* Instructor, Center of General Education, China Medical University
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