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A Study of the Bronze Inscription on “Bronze Yong ”

and Document “Luan He”

Cheng, Hsien -jen™

[ Abstract )

This article will use the excavated artifacts to discuss the inscription on the
bronze products of Western Chou “bronze Yong” and the musical instruments
“Luan He (f#]/) recorded in the documents.

“Bronze Yong,” a bestowal bronze products found in Western Chou, is
usually interpreted as “the bronze cover over the axle.” However, this article will
try to prove that “bronze Yong” is in actuality a bronze bell, called “luan bell (i&
&) by archaeologists, which was used by people with high social status in the
beam or yoke of their vehicle.

This article will also analyze the inscription “luan” in bronze products in
Chou dynasty to clarify the meaning of “bronze Yong,” “luan bell,” luan he,” as
well as “luan”.

Keywords: Zhou Dynasty  etymology  bronze vessels  bronze Yong
musical instrument

% Assistant professor, Center for General Education, Southern Taiwan University of Technology
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