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A Study of Sun Ke-kuan’s Life and Academic Career

Hsu, Chien-kun™

[ Abstract)

Sun K’e-kuan (3% 5. %, 1905-1993), nephew of General Sun Li-jen (3% 4 ), studied
law during his early age of life, and then entered public services in his mid-age. He was
well-trained in classical learning and poetry, and devoted himself to college teaching after
coming to Taiwan. When Tunghai University was established in 1955, he was invited to teach
classical poetry by Professor Tai Chun-jen (% i=). Mr. Sun then became good friends
with his colleagues such as Hsu Fu-kuan, Tai Chun-jen, Peng Ch’un-shih, Kung Te-ch’eng
(k4 4% =~ #5f% L ~ 3448 =), his townsmen Wang Pin (2 ), and poet Chou Ch’i-tsi
(% % ). He also supported his Taiwanese friends Yeh Jung-chung, Lin P’ei-ying (3 %
4 ~ +R$2 &), who devoted themselves to the cause of democratization of Taiwan. Professor
Sun dared to criticize the politics and academia at the time; however, he encouraged his
students and latecomers without any reservation. He retired from Tunghai University in 1972
and stayed in Canada without giving up his studies.

Professor Sun’s research areas are centered on Yuan history, Sung-Yuan Taoism, and
classical poetry. He also composes classical poetry and is a well-known prose writer as well.

This paper is focused on some hidden, untold stories and past events of Professor Sun,
so as to constructing his life history and his academic achievements. In the meantime, this
paper will also look into the development of university education of Taiwan since the
recovery from Japanese occupation, the flourishing of classical poetry writing in his time, and

the education of classical poetry in the Chinese Literature Department of Tunghai University.

Keywords: Biographical study Yuan history Sung-Yuan Taoism Poetics

% Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tunghai University.
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