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A Study of Professor Hsiao Chi-tsung’s Annotation on

Wang Yuan and Cheng Shu’s She-ch’en lien-c’un chi
R iEt #)

Chung, Hui-ling”

[ Abstract )

Professor Hsiao Chi-tsung, an acclaimed scholar in classical literature, once
annotated the collected work of lyric, She-ch 'en lien-cun chi, composed by Wang Yuan
and his wife Cheng Shu of the late Qing period. Professor Hsiao highly recommended
this book and provided detailed annotation on its organization and style. The concise
and insightful commentaries not only display Professor Hsiao’s erudition but also
reveal his views on lyric poems. This article begins by describing how Professor Hsiao
came to publish Wang and Cheng’s work. Then, through a careful examination of
Professor Hsiao’s commentaries, the author attempts to explore Professor Hsiao’s
aesthetic criteria in treating lyric poems, and ascertain Wang and Cheng’s achievement
in lyric poems. Next, an analysis of Professor Hsiao’s commentary style in annotating
lyric is followed, so as to see his great learning and personality. Besides ascertaining the
contribution of Professor Hsiao’s annotation on Wang and Cheng’s work, this article
will also want to consider the literary significance of line-culling technique in Chinese

poetry and lyric poetry.

Keywords: Hsiao Chi-tsung Wang Yuan Cheng Shu  She-ch en lien-cun chi
compilation by culling lines poetics of lyric poetry

% Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tunghai University
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