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Silence and Revelation: On two volumes of

reportage on writers and doctors by Lan Bo-Zhou

Yuan Tao-yuan®

[ Abstract )

There is a truth to everything, and the pursuit of it is an intrinsic desire. Yet
the process is not simple: Changes by natural causes and still more the
sophisticated human factors may compromise the pursuit. Nevertheless, the
curiosity for truth and the persistence is inexorable and thus aroused.

Starting from the 1950s, mysteries began circulating in the Taiwanese
society about a group of people whom nobody knows if they were dead or alive.
Their friends and relatives lead very low profile, silent lives and even hid their
names. Their children’s advancement in the society is also affected.

2

Forty years later, beginning from March, 1986, “Ren Jian,” the only
periodical of reportage in Taiwan of that time, sent reporter Lan Bo-Zhou to
launch a long-term investigation on this matter. In the next twenty years he
completed three renowned volumes of reportages. This essay focuses on the two
latest volumes: “i}' % & ff & # F ¢ hif L R7(2001) 7 4 ¢ ho B FR
«s7(2005). Through an analysis from the aspect of oral history and the special
prose technique in reportage, this essay concludes as follows: 1. Oppressed truth
will one day be revealed. 2. Wherever there is injustice, there the reporter should

be, whatever the race, boundary and nation.

Keywords: Lan Bozhou  Reportage

% Instructor, Department of Chinese literature, Tunghai University.
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