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Abstract

In the speculative scheme of Whitehead’s philosophy of organism, “prehensions” are one of the
Categories of Existence; they are the Concrete Facts of Relatedness that ensure the togetherness
of many particular individuals to become a new entity. Every actual entity, itissaid, isa
prehending subject that takes its antecedent actual entities as the data of its physical prehensions
and isthereby limited in its becoming by them, which are its efficient causes. It also selects
eternal objects (pure potentials or the permanent patterns and qualities of things) through its
subjective forms as the data of its conceptual prehensionsin order to satisfy its subjective ams,
which areitsfinal causes. And an actua entity is said to have avector character referring to the
external world with emotion, purpose, valuation and causation, just due to this very nature of
prehensions. Evidently, the concept of prehension is one of the major principles in Whitehead’s
philosophy that servesto describe the creative process of the universe. Nonetheless, the term
‘prehension’ (a ‘deform’ of ‘apprehension’) forged by Whitehead, though not without reason, has
made most of the contemporary philosophers turn away from him. Why did Whitehead find it
necessary to create a new word to express one of the core concepts of his philosophy? How shall
we understand the significance of the concept of prehension as a metaphysical principlein the
development of the Western tradition of speculative philosophy? Some of the Whitehead students
consider the theory of prehensions a kind of ‘pan-psychism,’ others construe it either as
‘pan-psychical idealism,’ ‘pan-subjectivism,’ or as ‘pan-mentalism,” which of them can fit best to
describe Whitehead’s theory? The present project is an attempt to answer the above-mentioned



questions by putting Whitehead’s theory of prehensions in the context of the history of
philosophy and to explore its relations with various contemporary philosophies, especially F. H.
Bradley’s doctrine of ‘immediate experience’. It is believed that there has been the Metaphysics
of Feeling in both Bradley and Whitehead’s doctrines which carried the Leibnizian tradition in
attributing feelings to all things. And it will be argued that Whitehead’s metaphysics of feeling,
though having been deeply indebted to Bradley, has overcome Bradley’s idealism and monism by
realism and pluralism that avoid depriving the external world of reality.
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