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Summery:

Local faction of Taiwan is taking as one of the effect of SNTV electoral system.
Through the urbanizing and the improvement with democratization, the voter's independence
improved and there seems to be reduction in the number of faction voters. But in the election,
especially local election, the local faction can't be ignored while still influencing the election



results, even may influence the nationwide election results. Take Taichung County as an
example, under the cooperation of the red and black local factions, the Kuomintang won the
county magistrate seat back, and keep in power again. Also the Taichung County was one of
the most key counties which had important influence to 2004 presidential election result.

The electoral system of the legislator of Taiwan will change to adopt the mixed electoral
system with separated two-vote system since the seventh, at the same time the number of
seats will reduce from 225 to 113. About the new system, general argument is mainly to think
it can promote the majority to rule, prevent candidate from radical, avoid the candidate face
the competition form comrades, strengthen party discipline and stabilize the party politics,
reduce the plutocracy and weaken the local faction effectively. In the various kinds of
discussions before the reform, we can find that one of the important purposes of the reform is
to breaking up the local faction in every party, and then prevent local faction from the
election.

The electoral system of Taiwan as we see may make some influence to local faction of
Taichung County. The KMT’s local factions may change it form from a vertical patronage
client relationship to a “horizontal like patronage client relationship”. The distribution of
strength which Taichung County’s local faction has in every electoral district may have great
influenced. They here should be a “regroup” and may will have a more strong local faction
system after reform. The DPP’s factions maybe not have a regroup before election but should
have after 7" legislative election. In other words, the new electoral system may enforce the
the capability of mobilization of local faction if they can regroup successfully and make it
more importance to its role in election. The Strategy of competition, the competition of
nomination, the campaign literature etc. are all candidates shall be faced. The most possibility
we can see is there may be more local faction owned candidates instead of non-local faction
one. This is our research outcome which simulated by adding the parameter of factional
mobilization .

Keywords: Local Faction, Mobilization, Legislative Election, Taichung County, Electoral
Ssytem.
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