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Abstract

This dissertation is mainly presenting the various possibilities of different organizations of
Shanhaijing world. In the last ten years, there are four scholars, John S. Major, R. Fracasso,
Vera Dorofeeva-Lichtmann and Kyung Ho Suh, that made efforts on mapping out the
Shanhaijing world, from various perspectives and points of view. Especially Vera Dorofeeva-
Lichtmann and Kyung Ho Suh both applied a new method of contextual reading to the text of
Shanhaijing with the goal of discovering an inherent logic lying behind its text. Taking into
account their research and understanding, I here compared these experts point of view, seeing
Shanhaijing is a world being overlapped by one section over another instead of being organized
by each chapter as John S. Major, R. Fracasso proposed. By analyzing this, we also see clearly

how ancient Chinese had been imaging the whole universe.
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Dorofeeva-Lichtmann. “Conception of Terrestrial Organization in the Shan hai jing”, Bulletin de I'Ecole
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According to the Shan-hai ching the Earth is divided into three concentric rectangles. In the middle stands a
mountainous region called Wu-tsang and described in books I-V; this central region is encompassed by four
seas, whose description occupies books VI-XIII; finally, a Great Wilderness (or Ta-huang) extends from the
sea-side to an undetermined edge of the world and is described in books XIV-XVII. The boundaries of this
Great Wilderness have not been marked, in conformity with the vagueness of the text. Book XVIII is an
addendum to books X-XIII. The books follow each other according to the motion of the sun as it appears to
a south-facing observer.
“Teratoscopy or Divination by Monsters. Being a Study on the Wu-tsang shan-ching”, P. 657-700.
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Thought: chapter Four of Huai-nan-tzu, Doctoral dissertation. Harvard University, 1973, P99-100
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It may be strange that the four chapters “Hai-wai tung-ching ¥/} 58" etc. are in the ring interior to that of
the “Hainei tun ching #FAIE#E etc., but the content of the chapters seems to indicate that the hai-wai
chapters refer to lands just beyond the border of the five section of the central territory (to the extent that
such terrestrial terminology can be applied to SHC.), while the hai-nei chapters refer to places conceived of

as islands in the encircling seas.

Topography and Cosmology in Early Han Thought: chapter Four of Huai-nan-tzu, P99-100
20 Riccardo Fracasso ¥ {LLU¥EE) HERFGIRIRRE S URAT -

The ta-huan is farther out still, while the last chapter, simply entitled “hai-nei-ching”, refers to territories at

the edges of the world, and so here is mapped as an ocean encircling the rest.

Topography and Cosmology in Early Han Thought: chapter Four of Huai-nan-tzu, P99-100
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The second part, on the contrary, gives a clear picture of the inner region, which are distinguished from the
outer regions by adopting the terms nai () and wai (#+) . Though there is no evidence in the text that
the two categorical regiosn are demarcated by physical seas in the four directions, the terms give a concrete
image of their relative distances from the heart of China as well as their qualitative differences. It can be
said in summary that the organization of the first and second parts implies a shared principle of dividing the
whole world into two categorical regions, while on the other had they indicate a different perspective in their

treatment of these two categorical regions.

A study of Shan Hai Ching: Ancient worldviews under transformation. P289-P309
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