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Assessing the Needs for Elderly Congregate Housing

and Nursing Home Services in I-Lan County, Taiwan

Ti-Li Kao
Shing-Ling Yu
Sheng-Yuan Hwang

Abstract

The main purpose of this paper is to introduce research methods that
can be used in the planning of living arrangement for the elderly at a
County level. This paper summarizes a research project which was
conducted by an interdisciplinary research team consisted of professional
social workers, architects, and government officials to assess the needs for
elderly congregate housing and nursing home services in the I-Lan County,
Taiwan. Several need assessment techniques such as social index,
survey of service availability and current occupancy rates, spatial analysis,
and data extrapolation were used to identify gaps between service needs
and supply. The result of this study showed a diverse need at 12
different communities, and the initial conclusion could lead to a better

planning of services in the near future.
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