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Min-Lin Chen

Abstract

This article discusses the issue of Taiwanese "comfort women", the forced
prostitution for Japanese military during World War T . Two major purposes of
this study are: oto validate the life experience and its impact on these former
comfort women; to advocate the rights of these women against Japanese’s viola-
tion'and deprivation of personal freedom.

Thirteen former comfort women, predominantly in their late adulthood
(average age as 73) were included in this study. The research project adopts
oral history analysis to analyze data collected from structured interview(s). This
article explores five dimensions related to this topic:(1) the background informa-
tion of the comfort woman and her family, (2) facts regarding the recruitment
for comfort women, (3) facts related to this coercive sexual slavery, (4) the
psycho-social impact on these women, and finally, their major appeal against
Japanese government.

Research findings indicate that these former comfort women shared similar
family and vocational backgrounds. Contributes such as family in poverty, being
an adopted daughter or an adopted daughter-in-law and work experience in
hotels or bars are the common backgrounds of this population. The recruitment
of Taiwanese comfort women was achieved primarily through concealing and
compelling. Most of them were recruited in their early adulthood (aged from 18
to 25). An estimated number of this popularion is around 180 to 225. All of
participants in this study were brought to provide sexual services overseas.
Prsonal freedom was strictly limited in the service camp. The service frequency
differs from 3 to more than 20 times a day; the maximum amount is 60. The
duration of serving as a comfort woman ranges from 7 months to 6 years. These
women were able to return home mainly because of the defeat of Japan at the
end of World War 1T . Most women had experienced the feelings of fear, pain,

worries, loneness, resistance, and submission to one’s fate while serving as a
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prostitute in Japanese military. The major psychosocial impacts on this popula-
tion include none-stable marriage, low social-economic status, primarily working
in labor-intensive sectors, the feeling of shame, anger and resentment. Fatalism
is pervasive among this population. Additionally, incontraception is prevalent
among the interviewees. A large number of these women request compensation
from Japanese govemment. They claim supportive pension for daily living
instead of compensatory money.

The sample size has placed limitations on advanced analysis of this issue.
The interactions of those 5 dimensions discussed here will rely on further studies

in the frture.



