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Chu Sun-suei’s Thought

Lan Wen-tseng
Professor of History

Chu Chih-yu (1600-1682), Sun-suei (courtesy name), was a native
of Chekiang, in the Ming Dynasty. He retired from society in the last
years of that dynasty, because conditions were t0o unsettled, rebellions
and revolts broke out everywhere. When the Manchus seized sover-
eignty in China, he escaped to the Chou-san islands to continue fighting
against the invaders, and went, time and again, to Japan. Vietnam and
Siam, asking for help. Later, in‘ 1659, he followed Cheng Chen-kung
in an expedition against Shanghai and Kanking, but unfortunately
failed. Then he escaped to Japan and settled in Nagasaki. He decided
not to return to China, unless the Manchurian Dynasty was vanquished.

Yuan-kwon-kou, known as the Marquis Suei-hu, the grandson of
Tehchuan-cha-kong, welcomed Chu cordially and respected him as a
teacher. From that time, Chu loved in the Pony-cage villa (the present
college of Agriculture, Tokyo University), which was built in his
honor.

Chu Sun-suei, being far-sighted as well as broad-minded, deeply
understood that teaching in Japan could not only help to broaden
Japanese culture but also strengthen Sino-Japanese friendship. There-
fore, for more than twenty years, he taught Japanese students Chinese
ethics, history and philosophy. '

On the hand, Yuan-kwon-kou, together with his men and scholars
learned from Chu and introduced the Chinese System of Music and
Propriety into Japan. They also compiled the great Japanese history
under Chu’s instructions, emphasizing loyalty to the sovereign and pat-
riotism. Further, they, known as Suei-hu Scholars, criticized the actions
of the Teh-chuan Government, gave advice and suggestions leading to
the improvement in the fields of economy and administration, and, at
last, brought about the most brilliant era to Japanese history - - - the Meiji

Restoration.
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In the last years of the Ching Dynasty, deeply impressed by the
thought of national independence and universal harmony from Chu’s
works, many Chinese students who studied in Japan joined the revolu-
tion led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen against the Manchus, and, finally, estab-
lished the Republic of China.

From the facts stated above, it is very clear that Chu’s thought is

of great value and has a tremendous effect on both China and Japan.

ok

Vi

L

5
¥

IER S



