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How to Improve the Chinese Transcription

of Foreign Terms
Liang Jung-jo,
Professor of Chinese

Examination of the process by which the Chinese language has

absorbed and transcribed foreign terms from the Hun, Central Asian,

Indian, Kitan, Nurchen, Mongelian, Japanese, European and American

‘languages discloses inconsistencies and divergences, and direct and

indirect abuses arising therefrom. The author therefore suggests that the
method of using Chinese characters for foreign transcriptions can be
changed, and supports this with ten constructive rules.

In conclusion, he suggests the adoption of Chinese national phonetic
symbols to transcribe foreign words, with specialists appointed by the
governt designating the method by which English, French, German,
Russian and Spanish words shall be transcribed in Chinese. Such a
speedy resolution would make the Chinese language more modern and
more pliable. He saw seven benefits arising from the use of Chinese
phonetic symbols. The Japanese use of katakana in transcribing foreign

words proves that such a solution is possible.






