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THE DATE OF SHAO NAN SECTION OF THE CLASSIC OF POETRY
by
Kao Pao-Kuang

(Professor of Chinese Literature)

The majority of the Confusian scholars dated the fourteen poems
of the Shao Nan section of the Classic of Poetry in the Early Chou
period (probably Cen. 1100 B. C) Modern scholars place them in the
East Chou period (770 B.C.—600 B.C.) or after the reign of King
Hsiian of Chou (837 — 600 B.C.) This dating is based in three con-
siderations:

1 The poem “Chiang Yen Fan” seems to be set in the Yangtze
Valley In the Early Chou period Chou strength did not reach to this
area. L
2 Earl Shao of the poem “Kan T’ang” indicates Shao Hu of King
Hsiian’s period.

3 “Ho Pi Nung Yi” is a poem dating from King P’ing of Chou.

Therefore the remaining thirteen poems cannot be dated as Early
Chou.

My argument with the above is as follows:

1) From Ancient Chinese books and from bronze and stone inscrip-
tions we know that Kings Ch’eng and Chao of Chou sent an expedition
against Ch’u which gained an early victory. At the same time, the
culture of Chou easily penetrated the undeveloped Ch’u territory. This
strong Early Chou culture and political strength assimilated the native
songs of the Yangtze Valley as it extended into that area.

2) The term “po tzu” in the “Kan T’ang” poem is an official
term. The phrase “Shao po tzu” cannot only mean “Shao hu” but
should also mean “Shac Kung Shih.” Furthermore, the literary form
of this poem is very simple, and certainly belongs to the Early Chou
period. .

3) Although the poem “Ho Pi Nung Yi” was written in the time
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of King P'ing of Chou. This does not necessarily means that all the
other thirteen were written in the East Chou period. According to an
examination of the account in the “Wu Chi Chia section” of the “Tso
Chuan” and a study of the poems themselves, most of the Shao Nan
section of the Classic of Poetry were written in Early Chou. These
poems give us a glimpse of the serial conditions of Early Chou. The
literary techniques and the successive changes in literary style of this
period. This gives a great deal of comparative material for students .

of Ancient Chinese history and literature.
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