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An Qutline of the Poetry of Fang Hui and
His Essay on Postry in the Yuan Dynasty

Sun Ke-kuan

Professor of Chinese Literature

R Fang Hui was not only a great poet but also an outstanding critic
= of the early Yuan Dynasty. He was a native of Hsieh Chou (now
Hsieh Hsien, An-hwei). He was born in the late Sung Dynasty, 1227
A. D. He attacked the prime minister of this time, Chia Szu-tao and
became famous for the memorial “Ten Reasons for Beheading”. At
that time Fang Hui was appointed governor of Yen Chow. However,
when the Mongolian army invaded Hong Chow, the emperor and his
ministers surrendered, as did Fang Hui. He continued in office as
governor of the Chien-te circuit. But later he was charged a Crime
and deprived. He spend the rest of his life as a poet and gentleman
at Hong Chow. Iis most famous books are (1) Yin K'uei Lu Sui (2)
Tung Chiang Chi (3) T’ung Chiang Shu Chi. All his writings from
the time of his surrender to the Yuan are included in the above.
Fang Hui’s poetry followed the style of the “Chiang-hsi School
of Poetry (i]:ﬁti;—%?}ﬁj which was currently copying the most popular
poetry forms of the Sung Dynasty. He was very fond of the style of
the poetry of Hung Ti-chien, Ch’en Szu-tao, and Ch'en Yu-i, whom
he considered to be derived from Tu Fu in the Tang Dynasty. (He
called them one ancestor and three descendants). In the Yin Kuei Lu
Sui he often repeats this. It is more systematically explained in the
— Essay in Poetry found in the T ung Chiang Chi.
The article is divided into four parts:
1) Fang Hui’s life and works, with a short account of his
reasons for being famous. It supplements the biographical accounts in
the Yuan History and the New Yuan History (neither of which

survive).
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2) The relation between Fang’s poetry (T"ung Chiang poems)
and the Chiangsi School of Poetry; and a brief acount of the names of
Fang’s Poetry.

3) Introduction to T"ung Chiang Chi and his main types of
poems, with criticisms of his most important parts, with the conclusion that
his ability to write realistically was the most impoftant of his talents.

4) A discussion of the relationship between Fang’s Essay on
Poetry and the study of the style and technique of Fang’s poetry.

Few of Fang Hui’s poems remain today. His Essay on poetry and
criticisms of his poems are also very limited, and therefore valuable.

They should serve as an aid to the study of Sung and Yuan poetry.
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