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Moral Judgement and Historical Judgement
T. S. Mou
Professor of Chinese Philosophy

Chen Tung-pu and Chu Hsi repeatedly debate upon moral value
and significance of the Han and Tang Dynasties. This is a great problem
in the history of Chinese thought which has not been sufficiently
taken into consideration by Chinese scholars. The central significance of
this problem is how in a philosophy of history is it possible to bring
about the union of the moral judgement and the historical judgement,

Chu Hsi is a rationalist. In history he emphasizes only the element
of morality and uses it as a standard of criticism of historical events,
He does not have enough respect for historical judgement which
actually is required in order to understand the real significance of
history. He respects the virtures of Yao and Shun and judges all other
rulers by their standards. On the other hand, Chen Tung-pu tries to
convince us that the great events and periods in the process of history
like the Han and Tang Dynasties have great historical value. The
heroic leaders of the Han Tang Dynasties had difficult problems and
solved them. He admires their heroism and accomplishments. But Chen
Tung-pu can only understand the primitive value of natural impulses
of life. He is not really able to judge the importance of a dynasty.

The fact is, in order to wunderstand history both the moral
judgement and the historical judgement are required. By means of the
moral judgement we can criticize the rightness or wrongness of a
historical event, and establish right principles of conduct. On the other
hand, the historical judgement can help understand the real significance
of historical events and spirit and purposes of national leaders.

Historical judgement will become pheonomeonism and historism if
there is no moral judgement to guide it, On the other hand, if there
is only moral judgement, the moralist will relate only those facts of

history which illustrate clearly his teaching of right and wrong and

he will omit or neglect many other important facts,






