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Bergson’s Philosophy of Life
Lin Shu-hsien,

Lecture in HumanitieS

Philosophy in the first half of the twentieth century, unlike the
philosophy of earlier periods, underwent a radical change. Two new
philosophical trends arose emphasizing the irrational and the dynamic
elements in life. Bergson was very soon recognized as the chief
spokesman of both these trends, due chiefly to his development of the

idea of creative evolution.

Bergson took as the only true metaphysical principle the ultimate
reality of life.

In “Time and Free Will” Bergson suggested that “real duration” is the
only true conception of time. He tried to prove that {free-will is no
mystery at all, but simply a general fact of human life. In “Matter and
Memory” Bergson compared the relationship of the soul to the body to a
cloak hanging on a nail. He stressed that we are not ordinarily conscious

of the infinitely vast realm of the spirit and life.

In “Creative Evolution” he taught that acceptance of “elan vital”
as the ultimate metaphysical reality solves the mystery of the origin of
life in a single strake. In “The Two Sources of Morality and Religion”
Bergson urges his readers to transcend the limits of a closed society
with its closed morality and static religion, and enjoy the real joy of

life in a context where morality is open and religion dynamic.-

Bergson has, of course, made a contribution to the further development
of philosophy by the powerful stimulus of his original thought. But his
radical philosophy of life is by no means a perfect system. The key which
solved for him the mystery of the origin of life robbed him of a pene-
trating understanding of matter and of spirit. Future progress seems to
lie in & comprehensive philosophy that does full justice to matter and
spirit, as well as life. His radicalism is too narrow to do justice to all

three important components.






