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The Benevolent Governmet of the Early
Chou Emperors

Dr. Hsu Dau-lin
Professor of Law

Profs. Hsiao Kung-chuan and  Shen Gang-bo recently advanced
the theory that the Early Chou Emperors ruled not with love and
benevolence, as the Chinese tradition had it, but followed rather a
policy of severe punishment and strict command. Their opinions should
be challenged” under the following aspects.

First, in the Chinese classics the Chou Governmant is praised as
exemplary and benevolent without any reference to harsh rule. Actually,
beginning with the Han Dynasty, the Chou Emperors and Benevolence
became synonymous. The personalities of the founders of the Chou,
the first two Emperors and the first two Prime Ministers, do not support
the Hsiao-Shen thesis. All of them were equally kind-hearted and
genuinely modest. One can hardly imagine that anyone of them could
have been an initiator of severe government.

None of the passages in Shihching, Shuching and Tsochuan-cited for
their arguments by both Hsiao and Shen- in their traditional inter-
pretation, spoke of harsh government, but contrarily, all of them rather
support the opposite view., Indeed, one writer recently took one of the
passages as evidence for the early rulers policy of “appeasem=nt”.

Finally, there is a series of ancient writers who loved to contradict
traditional views and who indeed made many derogatory remarks on
the Chou rulers, but nowhere has their bzaevolent governmesnt ever
been questioned. ‘

Thus, Hsiao and Shen have nothing in support for their postulate
but their private interpretation of historical documents. However refresh-
ing their idea, it certainly does not warrant the reversal of traditional

history.






