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The Life and Scholarship of Su Tien-chueh

in the Yuan Dynasty—A Critical Description

Sun, Ke-kuan

Ssu Tien-chiieh (#X ) was a scholar in the late Yiian dynasty in northern China.
His life and scholarship have been recorded in the chapter “Chin Hsiu Hsueh An” (i
%) of the Sung Yuan Hsueh An (RiTEZE) by Huang Chung-shi (7523%)

Because of the brief accout of his life as given in this chapter, I have made a re-
statement of the facts of his learning, his deeds and his poems. This re-statement I have
based upon the Yuan Shih (FGi), upon some of the anthologies of the literature in the
Yiian dynasty, and upon Ssu’s own work, Tzu Hsi Wen Kao (M2 %) in order to figure
out the characteristics of Confucianism in northern China during the Yiian dynasty.

Ssu was born in 1294 at Chen Ting, Hopei, (FJLEE) and died in 1352 at the age of
59. He was graduated from Ko Tzu Chien (Imperial Academy, BT The highest civil
service title which he was awarded was the Ch’an Cheng. %‘%Hﬁz) of Chiang Cho (JL¥T)
province. He studied under one of Liu In’s (ZH) favorite disciples. Ssu’s works include his

-Yuan Wen Lei (JU3CE), Yuan Chiao Ming Chen Shih Lueh (FTCHIZEEW) and Teu Shi
Wen Kao. All three were recorded in the Siuw Ku Chuan Shu Chung Mu (PijEZEmE)
which was compiled in the Ching dynasty.

In short, he was a loyal minister, a thinker, and an historian.



