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An Analysis of Tonal Changes of Archaic Chinese
Through the study of Occlusive Sound Markers
in Shui-wen Chich-tzu

Chiang Chii-ch’ien |

The study of archaic Chinese phonology includes the study of initial consonants,

rimes, and tones. Scholars have worked most on the study of rimes, while the study of
tones is still a field uncultivated. ,
/ The occlusive tones were the most noticed among the earlier. archaic Chinese tones.
Tuan Yii-ts’ai thought that some of the later, ancient Chinese going-tones were occlusive
tones in archaic Chinese. Wang Li has added that there were long vowel occlusive
tones and short vowe.l occlusive tones in avchaic Chinese, and the former became going
-tones in encient Chinese. A

The hypotheses of both Tuan Yii-ls’ai and Wang Li are enlightening to scholars, but
neither of these two. scholars made an voverall observation of the tonal changes through
archaic Chinese to ancient Chinese.

I have made an overall observation here by' classifying the phenomena of the tonal
changes of the phonetic compounds of the occlusive sound markers as found in Shou-wen
Chieh-tzu. :

Referring to the pronunciation in Kuang-yiin, I have concluded (by studying the
fan-ts’ie spelling in Shuo-wen Chich-tzu) that the occlusive tones in archaic Chinese
rarely had a relationship with either the even-tones or the rising-tones of ancient
Chinese, but that they (archaic occlusive tones) had a close relationship with the
going-tones of the ancient period. The most noticeable phenomena are:

1. All second generation phonetic compounds containing first generation occlusive
-tone sound markers have going-tones.

2. All such second generation compounds subsequently become compounds with
occlusive tones again, as they are compounded in the third generation.

Therefore I believe that the occlusive tones in erchaic Chinese differed from those
in @ncient Chinese, and that the opinions of Tuan Yii-ts’ai and Wang Li are basically
accurate.



