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The Social Thought and.thejSo(ciql lns’ri‘rpﬁons
in
The . Book of Mencius
Sié K_"éng

The doctrines of Confucius and Mencius are being discussed by many.contemporary scholars.
Mencius ranks next to Confucius in Confucjanism. However, the Book of Mencius, in seven
books, contains important social theories—partly inherited from Confucius and further developed
by Mencius, and partly created by Mencius himself—worthy of our serious consideration,

This article will first mention the importance of Mencius’ ‘social thought in Chinese socio-
logical research; next it will introduce the period background of ‘Mencius, as well as his writings
and the origin of his thought; then next it will discuss his social thought in seven items: (1)
The Kings’ Way and the benevolent government (2) The theory of “the importance of the people
and the unimportance of the sovereign” (3) The principle of sharing happiness with the people
and bringing about welfare for the people (4) The division of social labor (5) The idea of war
and peace (6) His concept of education (7) Social security.

As for the social institutions in the Book of Mencius, we shall point out the following
themes: (1) Observance of various mourning rites for three years (2) Superficial burial (covering
of a corpse with leaves and branches) and the abandonment of a corpse (3) The ritual of sacri-
ficing at the tombs (4) Dedication of a bell by the smearing of blood (5) Burial of the dead
together with wooden or earthen mannequin (6) Polygamy (7) The rigorous rules concerning
the separation of the sexes (8) The use of iron kettles and earthen pots for cooking, as well as
the use of ironware in plowing (9) The match-maker and adultery (10) The barter system (11)
Taboos (12) “Chin-T’ien” (3:H) the farm apportioning or land-distribution system in the time
of the Western Chou Dynasty.

Among the twelve kinds of institutions above the first and the last are the most important
and are described in detail in the Book of Mencius. As to whether such a farm-apportioning
system had been carried out in ancient China this artical gives sound argument and factual proofs
in order to rebut Dr. Hu-Shih’s opinion that there was no such land-dividing system in ancient
China.
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