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A Lecture on the Efforts of the Han People to Preserve
Thier Race and Culture under the Yuan Dynasty

by Sun Keh-kuan

In the beginning of the 13 th century, the Mongols rapidly conquered China and
the West, and millions and millions fell victims of the enormous empire that had
its origin in a small tribe around Lake Baikal. Under the menace of complete
desuruction of their race and culture,the Han Chinese decided to try various
measures of survival. Most noticeably, the surrendered soldiers and intellectuals
joined with the Taoists in their common efforts of acieving the goal.

As a continuation to the writer’s study on the Han activities under the Yuan
dynasty, the present, originally prepared for a lecture to be delivered at Yongsei
University, Seoul, Korea, is divided into three parts: 1, the efforts made by the
Han generals in the North; 2, Confucian scholars in the court of the Mongols ; and
3, the emergence of a new Taoism, with its contribution to Chinese culture.



