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A Study of Voting Behavior
- - --Taipei Municipal Election, Dec. 1973

In 1969, we took a survey on the voting behavior of Taipei citizen. A conclusion was
made that if the voter is male, young, better educated, or belonging to the intellectual
class, he tends to consider the candidate’s qualifications and political party {first. Personal
relationship and local feeling have more influence on the voter who is female, older, less
educated, or belonging to the non-intelledtual class.

In an attempt to reconfirm these findings we undertook a similar interview on the same
subject before the second Taipei municipal election in December 1973. The interview was
taken by mailing a pre-stamped questionnaire to the respondent asking him/her to return
with complete answers.

By employing the stratified random sampling techniques we drew a total of 1,978
samples with the electorate of the bigger Taipei City as our population. Namelists of voters
down to the level of Li were used as our sampling frames. The sampling fraction was
pre-determined as 1/640, which is split into three stages: 10/16 Chu x 1/10 Li x 1/40
Voter. With the limited source of-fund to carry out the present study, the survey was
conducted by mailing instead of the face-to face interview. Of these sarﬁples, taking out
those who were not living in the registered places, and those who happened to have more
than one respondent in the same household, the return rate is about 30%, which is
regarded as normal. A total of 417 questionnaires with complete answers were thus
obtained. The present analysis is based on the answers of these respondents on guestions
about a candidate’s qualification, his political party affiliation, locally-related factors, and
personal relationship, if they are to vote.

Major findings of the survey are listed as follows:

1. A great majority of voters are very enthusiastic about the election. Over two
thirds of them have had decided their vote before the interview.

2. The better educated tend to be less influenced by the personal relationship of a
candidate.

3. Natives of Taipei City proper tend to consider a candidate’s personal relationship
with the community important as compared to those of immigrants.

4. In choosing whom to vote, a candidate’s qualification does not. have significant
relationship with voters’ background.

5. Local feelings associated with the candidate exerts more influence in the suburban
areas than that of downtown districts.

6. If a candidate is nominated by his own political party, then the voter would vote
for him/if he/she enphasizes the interest of the party.

These findings support some of the discoveries in the previous study in 1969.



