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Lu Y. Kiang

In view of the growing interest in universities and research institutes on Taiwan in the
conduct of American foreigh relations, it is essential that students of American foreign
affairs should become acquainted with the vast documentation of United States fo reign
policy and relations. Users of such documents not only should be familiar with the general
contents of the basic documentary collections, but also proficient in locating and using
them. This bibliographic survey is written specifically to serve the above-mentioned needs.

The survey is divided into five parts. Part one takes up foreign policy reports, state-
ments and other papers of the President and the Secretary of State. Special mention is
made of President Nixon’s reports to the Congress on United States foreign policy for the
1970’s, and Secretary Rogers/annual report on United States foreign policy.

Part two deals with the records of American diplomacy as published in the Department
of States volumes “United States Foreign Relations.” This most useful and most used

official documentary series is explained as to how it is compiled, why the length of time
between event and publication has become increasingly lengthened, and what measures are
being taken to reverse the trend.

Part three talks about the major treaty collections. The format, coverage, and special
features of each of the collections are described. Particular attention is given to the use of
the Department of State annaul volume “Treaties in Force.”

Taking up the subject of the role of law in decision-making process, Part four discusses
the four major digests of international law, wharton’s, Moore’s, Hackworth’s and White-
man’s. Mention is also made of “U.S, Contemporary Practice Relating to International Law”
"and “Judicial Decisions Involving Questions of International Law,” two regular features of
the American Jowrnal of International Law, and its companion journal, International Legal
Materials.

Part five turns to publications dealing with United States participation in international
organizations and conferences, including the United Nations. Two other Department of
State volumes “Diplomatic List” and “ Foreign Service List” are described next. The
recently publihsed “United States Chiefs of Mission, 1778-1973” was received in time to be
included in the present survey. This should be useful to anyone interested in United States

diplomatic personnel since its independence.



