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ABOUT THE STUDY OF LAO-TZU (#3) THE MAN AND LAO-TZU THE BOOK

Hsu Fu-Kuan 'fl/f\\ 4‘2’, 'ff%

" 'The discussion of the essay has been divided in four chapters.

The first chapter:

So far as this subject is concerned, a lot of scholars have indulged in the
wrong approaches. This is mainly due to the fact that they have not grasped all
the material available and they have not reached a thorough' understanding of
the academic background in the period before the Ch'en (£ ) Dynasty. The result,
owing to such facts, is that the criteria which they use to judge the material are
erroneous. Thus, at the very beginning, the author mentions four standards for the
criticism of this material. _.

1. The material about Lao-tzu before the Ch’en Dynasty is first hand mater-
ial; nevertheless, Lao-tzu was a “hermit” (8% &%), so this material is mostly

fictitious and we should regard it as only partially verifiable. At the same time, if
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-contradictions are discovered among the material, based upon their quantity and
quality, the two contradictory sides should be compared carefully and  attentively.
Many scholars have ignored this comparison; consequently, their way of criticizing
the material goes astray.

2. Most of the existing classics before the Ch’en Dynasty have undergone a
period of development. Therefore, to decide the exact year in which the book was
written or the philosophical thought was nourished basing it on a few words or
lines in a certain book, is mistaken, for one cannot use a part to, place the whole;
therefore, it is unbelievable. o _

_ 3. The scholars, before ‘the Ch’en Dynasty, When quoting a passage, made 1o
indication of the fact. Besides, the slips of bamboo for writing (4 #§) were heavy,
_so turning the pages for proof reading was inconvenient. Thus, misquoting was
inevitable. Frequently, there are differences in words, sentences or even titles be-
tween two copies. Therefore, basing the reliability of a book on the exact year.in
which it was written upon these differences or mistakes is, of course,. unkelivable.

4. The philosophical thoughts before the Ch’en Dynasty were not developed
in.a single track, so, using the single-track-way of thinking to search for the exact

- year. which a book was written is also frequently unreliable.

‘The second chapter:

After a thorough study of the material before the Ch’en Dynasty concerning
Lao-tzu, the author discovered that the origin of Lao-tzu’s philosophical thought
.is not one stream only. Among the various fictions of the different origins, two
-common conclusions can be reached:

1. There were certain relationships between Lao-tzu and Confucius,. and Lao-
-tzu,was the senior.

2. Lao-tzu the book and Lao-tzu the man are inseperable.
The third chapter:

. The results of restudying the biography of Lao-tzu in the Historical Records
(32).

1. The biography of Lao-tzu consists of the original text and two indexes,



26 X % F R = X — M

ALY RO C R RO & K R A A A A A AR AR R QR R )

This way of composing the article shows that Szii-ma Chien (8] %) has already
made a critical arrangement of the material. But, due to the fn’isunderstanding of
his way of writing the history, the later scholars have committed many errors in
their judgments.

2. The material, which the biography is based upon, is not that from Chuang-
tzw's (3£F) tradition, but it shows almost the same content ‘as the material From

other streams before the Ch’en Dynasty.

The fourth chapter:
The results achieved by a careful analysis of the existing book Lao-tzu:

1. Lao-tzu the book was written by one man instead of being a collection of
various fragments by a lot of scholars. '

2. It was written by one of his direct followers. In the full text, some are
the words of Lao-tzu himself, and some are the interpretations and expositions of
his words by his followers, but the author thought the credit for the book should
belong to his master—Lao-tzu—only. '

" 3. After the completion of the full text, it gradually was widely spread. There
must be many different copies. These copies vary in words and sentences. During
the period of Wen Ching Ernperors (S & & W), insthe West Han Dynasty (%
#), Lao-tzu had already become the official book of the court. The believers of
Taoism must have unified all the different copies. The existing copy of Lao-tzu is
the result of such unification.

4. In the early Han Dynasty (4, the followers of Taoism added a little
material to flatter the emperor and they tried  best to popularize the language of
the book. : '

5. Even so, the style and a large amount of its terminology still represent the
period at the end of Spring and Autumn (%#%) and the beginning of the Warring
Kingdoms (¥ §).

6. The direct follower of Lao-tzo who wrote the book might be Kuan Ling

Jin Shi (W47 E).. |



