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Abstract

This study attempts to explore the work experience of battered women in
employment preparation program which is specifically established for the special
situation of battered women and their employment needs and the significance of their
re-employment in the future, and also focuses on the flows and changes generated in
the context of the experience of battered women. Adopting the qualitative research
method, the researcher has interviewed six battered women who had entered
preparatory workplace before. Through the subjective experience shared by these
battered women, their points of view and their life and labor conditions in a violent
environment or after leaving the violent relationship become clearer, and the
employment experience of each battered woman who lives in the unique context of
life becomes more understandable.

According to the research results, it is found that the jobs and interpersonal skills
these battered women used to have are both affected by the violence in intimate
relationship. In addition to the fixed monthly income, the preparatory workplace can
also provide job skills training, employment promotion programs, support group
activities and holiday charity events for the battered women who have employment
needs. With the friendly working atmosphere and the catalysis of group dynamics in
the workplace, the battered women have time and space to take care of themselves
and repair their wounded souls. Also, with the help of the sales work in the stores and
charity activities, these women have more opportunities to contact and interact with
other people, and further re-establish the links with people and retrieve their inner
selves which are lost due to the domestic violence. From the preparatory workplace,
the nourishment of positive relationships and the energy to stand up again are
obtained to help the battered women to enhance their internal autonomy. Despite
limited incomes, the preparatory workplace can still provide psychological stability
for women with economic difficulties. Nonetheless, due to the individual differences
in personal characteristics, working conditions, the conditions of life, and the impact
that the battered experience has made, not every woman can prepare themselves well
to face the outside workplace within the required working time of the preparatory
workplace.

The employment road after leaving the preparatory workplace is still long and
bumpy for the battered women, and they still have to face the realities and constraints
in the outside labor market. However, different from the past, they can bring their
changed selves to stir up the courage to face their new life and work, and re-interpret
the meaning of life they have encountered.

According to the research results, the researcher suggests the following five



recommendations: (1) The preparatory workplace should not only provide
employment services, it can also be a work model to help battered women recover
their lives.; (2) Advocate friendly public child care services and special care
allowance to help the battered women work without distraction; (3) Ensure the
two-way communication between social workers in women’s protection and
employment service social workers; (4) Add the concept of empowerment into the
employment services; (5) Enhance the gender sensitivity, multi-cultural competence
and the respect for differences of the helpers.

Keywords : Battered Women ~ Employment Preparation Program -~ Employment
Experiences
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A A R A EXBNE L - 79 [#fm2et - A 1 EF G e
SR PREE T R AEASRA (R~ g A 2 (w2 R 2 A RE (4

Anderson Je E[FEfEE (2003) HbTFERITE—{lE S MERVBRUREACE S 2 B 2L
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FHSZEERH (R > N Rt IR R A ISR (5 > T2 E B HAth 2
FEIBIE T HAEMEHE B H RSN ERK - 4 A48 L 1Y 7I& - Anderson
FAHIBHGES > 53.8%HY 235k a0 Ry (B AN 1+ & 0 (R (B # S Bt A =
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