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EFL Students’ Perceptions of Peer Assessment in E-portfolios

as a Language Learning Tool
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ABSTRACT

The development of technology and personal computers has promoted

e-portfolios to be used in the educational settings. Nonetheless, limited literature

explores issues concerning ESL/EFL students’ perceptions of the influence of peer

assessment and e-portfolios on their language learning. The present study hence aims

at investigating how EFL students perceive peer assessment in an e-portfolio context.

Specifically, this study was conducted to scrutinize (1) EFL students’ perceptions of

peer assessment in an e-portfolio project and (2) the concerns and difficulties EFL

students encounter during peer assessment processes.

This study was conducted at a private university in central Taiwan. The

researcher compiled data from an elective English course entitled Learning English

from Advertisements: An Electronic Portfolio Project, which was offered to

non-English majors. Twenty-seven students who majored in various disciplines

participated in the study, such as international business, mathematics, and public

management and policy.



The mixed-method approach was used to compile data from pre- and

post-questionnaires and semi-structured interviews. Data collected from the

questionnaires were computed based on paired t-tests and other descriptive statistics.

Moreover, the grounded theory method was applied to analyze the interview data in

order to help support or interpret survey findings.

The results indicated that the students were generally positive of implementing

peer assessment in e-portfolios, and identified that peer assessment was conducive to

improve language proficiency, expand world knowledge, increase peer relationship

and further enhance participation in the e-portfolio project. In addition, the students

considered that e-portfolio was convenient as a language learning tool, and that group

peer assessment was more objective than individual peer assessment. However,

several major concerns and difficulties encountered by these participating students

were found, including (1) limited confidence of evaluating peers, (2) perceived

unfairness of peer assessment, and (3) students’ affective concerns emerging in this

assessment-as-learning experience. According to the research findings, pedagogical

implications and suggestions for future studies were provided to help explore how

peer assessment may affect EFL learning in e-portfolio projects.
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