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Abstract

According to Japanese textbook’s result in 2007, it considered about the
description of Japanese military coerce residents in Okinawa “Compulsory Mass
Suicide” should be removed from the Japanese history textbook. However this
resolution caused strongly dissatisfaction in Okinawa’s public opinion. The argument
showed the different cognition about war history between Japanese and Okinawa’s
society, as well as the experience of war emotional trauma. Okinawa was merged into
Japan since the Ryukyu’s disciplinary action. The relationship between Okinawa and
Japan was a long-term unfair treatment. Okinawa was treated by inequality and
discrimination, no matter in culture, politics and economics. After the World War II,
Okinawa still endured the high stress of military management and threats from the
U.S. military. It also caused to harm their human rights, life and living environment.
The transformation of modern history, Okinawa and Japan continued showing a status
of ambivalence and ambiguous. The Battle of Okinawa happened and the U.S.
military bases set up after the battle became the conflict point between each other’s
relationship.

For Japan, Okinawa's history and current social status still appears a tense
situation between each other. It even caused contradiction and confusion in national
identity. The paradox is that Okinawa’s history became the research object of
Yoshinori Kobayashi whose one of the Japanese political cartoonists. The United
States military base in-Okinawa is also an important subject to discuss for Japanese

right-wing nationalist., In Kobayashi’s comic book," Okinawa Ron ", taking about
how Okinawa was constructed to meet Japanese right-wing and what kinds of
messages were expressed through publishing comics. These two issues are important
to discuss in this dissertation.' Furthermore, this essay also studies for the following
concepts. What are the appeals for Okinawa’s culture and politics during the history
of dramatically political change and unstable society? What kinds of difference in
Japanese national imagination? How does Okinawa’s society define its cultural
identity, especially in the emotional structure of traumatic memory? These issues will
be discussed according to historical context and content through visiting the
"Okinawa Peace Memorial Park ". By comparative analysis, it can clearly present the
emotional relation and national identity between Japan and Okinawa. It also makes us
who live in East Asia expanding the thought about Japanese colonialism and new
American imperialism, as well as discussing the conflict of national and cultural

identity.

Key Words : Battle of Okinawa * Traumatic Memory ~ Culture Identification » Okinawa
Ron ~ Right-wing Nationalism of Japan
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