R HARGE SR

BE L ER 5

fRos SR HA
Pk g (BT RO TR 5

"AA,  HEER
WA CRM) » —RMRRNRS T

"Japan", to Sell or to Be Sold
— Silk, A Fable about Japanese Ghosts Haunting Taiwan.

% B =

R WER
HhEERE1014E1 H
January 2012






MLt X A28

B (&%) —RIB4 AR

PX TR REEMR

BT
BX BEsh3B%— [HH] s 28ERO
CEfrB

0
=28
><.\—

:"Japan", to Sell or to Be Sold Silk, A Fable about
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"Japan", to Sell or to Be Sold — Si/k, A Fable about Japanese Ghosts Haunting

Taiwan.

Abstract

In Taiwan, we live in an environment filled with "Japan." There are so many
Japanese style signboards. You can eat "Oden" in a convenience store anytime you
want, and you can also hear and see people use a kind of language mixed up with

Chinese and Japanese here.

Among these Japanese symbolic representations, Silk is a suspense horror
movie which shows a lot of "Japan." The Japanese main character Hashimoto was
a cripple. He caught a Taiwanese boy ghost, Chen Yaoxi, whose mother, Zheng
Chun, was in a deep coma. When Hashimoto and his "Asian" science research
team were going to find out the reason why the boy had died, Hashimoto invited a
Taiwanese policeman, Ye Qidong, whose mother was also in a deep coma, to join

the research.

On the other hand, when the former president Lee Teng-hui said, "I was a
Japanese until the age of 22," Taiwan nativists started again to focus on the issues
of Hatta Youichi, a great Japanese engineer who built Chianan Canal in Tainan
and Chiayi in Taiwan, and Sugiura, a Japanese technical sergeant who protected
people in Taiwan from the enemy’s attack. They tried to make Japanese Empire
a benefactor to bring "modernity" to Taiwan. Besides, Japanese dramas exploded
a "Japan Fever" in Taiwan, and comments about this tended to blame the fans
on chasing after nothing but the benefit of "modernity." However, Japanese
style commercials are always selling points in Taiwan’s market. The limited
"modernity" from one single subject also limited Taiwanese audience's point of

view, just like the nativists in Taiwan did.

Y



Dealing with this phenomenon — "Japan" surrounds us everywhere in
Taiwan, this thesis, by the point of memory and Silk, which presents "Japanese
Ghost," aimes to find out why “Japanese style” goods could be sold to Taiwan’s
market, and further to point out the past colonial memory could become better
just because the quick exchange of government made people at that time think
Japanese Empire's is better than Kuomintang(KMT, the Chinese Nationalist
Party). Therefore, the contrast effect with "Japan Fever" in Japanese popular
culture erased the past bloody colonial memory and extracted the positive side of
Japan. Finally, Silk, a warning story, tells us memory is so empty that everyone

wants to fill it up, but in fact, memory can only be chased after, not be filled up.

Key words: memory, nativist, Japanese popular culture
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