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Garden Culture in the Wei-jin Period:
As Witnessed by Shishuo Xinyu

Wang, Miao-shun+

[ Abstract ]

The Wei-jin Period was one of the most important stages in the development of Chinese
gardens when royal, temple and private gardens were equally predominant. At the time, the
scholar-gentleman class reached its peak in social domination and cultural excellence,
possessing a unique place in politics, economy, thoughts, and arts. The rise of the manor laid
a good economical foundation for the scholar-gentlemen; it also enhanced their interest in
building gardens in private estates with their unique sense of aesthetics and rich cultural
literacy. This heralded the beginning of the literati gardens, and, ever since then, private
gardens rivaled with royal gardens. During the time, the introduction of Buddhism and the
prevailing of Taoism yet made possible the emergence of a third kind, the temple gardens. As
a result, the tripartite development of Chinese garden set forth. In Shishuo Xinyu, one can see
royal, temple and private gardens stand out equally. This paper aims to discuss the heritage
and variations of the Wei-jin garden culture as well as the scholar-gentlemen’s aesthetic sense
of gardens, and at the same time exploring their inner world evinced in their
garden-residence.

Key words: Shishuo Xinyu scholar-gentleman class in the Wei-jin Period garden culture royal
garden private garden temple garden
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