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Admonishment by Hints and
Transmitting Lessons — Discussion and
Analysis of Luo Yin’s Chan Shu

Lee, Chien-kun=
[ Abstract ]

The litterateur, Luo-Yin (833-909), in the late Tang Dynasty, was gifted in both literature and
poetry, especially his Chan Shu including 5 volumes attracted people of the coming
generations. At the beginning, Chan Shu was only an instrument to send someone’s writings
to prominent officials and eminent personages, finally it transcended its function of
seeking-government-position and became a work to criticize the political and the society.
These 58 essays were still keeping on Confucian school’s tradition “ingratiating
admonishment™ and were with intention of transmitting lessons with history. Luo Yin
succeeded far away to Bai Chu-Yi’s realistic spirit that witting was for monarch, people, and
the Age rather than literature, and utilized Chan Shu for reflecting political and social
confusion in the late Tang Dynasty which represented that young Luo Yin concerned
seriously the political situation and social reality in the late tang Dynasty. The book was
written by a clearer ingenuity to raise the strength of satire; meanwhile it included near 20
styles of writings that could be an exercise and display of classical style of writing. Although
it was a small number of works of fable, its originality was great. Accordingly, Chan Shu was
a rare work of satire in Tang Dynasty.

Key words: Luo Yin Chan Shu Luo Chao Lien Chi Liang Tong Shu
Volume A and B
~Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tunghai University.



