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Discussion of the Word “Li” in Oracle
Bone Inscriptions : Through the
Observation of the Custom about
Carrying Goods on the Head in Shang
Dynasty

Chu, Ki-cheung*

[ Abstract ]

This article proposes a new comment on the character “Li” in oracle bone inscriptions. The
structure of “Li”, combining two characters “nian” and “pu”, represents the original meaning
of cutting plants. Through this analysis, we can also infer that the Yin people had the custom
of carrying grains on the head.

Key words: “Li “ oracle bone inscriptions carrying goods on the head__



