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Abstract

In the early Qing Dynasty, thoughts of managing state affairs began to go downhill after

the prosperity of the Qian-jia Textology. However, after the middle period of the Qing Dynasty,
because of an increasingly intensified crisis in politics, economics and society emerged, and a
diplomatic study style emphasizing realistic reforms rose again, at which time Gong Zizhen
and Wei Yuan were the pioneering representatives. This paper selects Wei Yuan as its research

subject, who both wrote Collection of Memorials on Diplomacy, and researched solid
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diplomacy, with a focus on managing methods such as Sheng Wu Ji and Hai Guo Tu Zhi, as
well as Shu Gu Wei and Shi Gu Wei, which had much influence on setting up the school of

new text Confucianism. It mainly focuses on the powerful influence of Wei Yuan on
scholarship in the late Qing Dynasty. This paper will present Wei Yuan's overall academic
thought in the course of academic history from a bird's eye view, and will try to find key points
of academic change in the late Qing Dynasty. In succession of occupying a unique position in
the Gongyang School by Liu Fenglu, who is representative of the Changzhou School, Wei Yuan
erected a literary flag in the chapter “Respect the Modern and Resist Ancient Times* in The
Book of Songs and The Book of History. He also made adverse comments toward Mao Zhuan
and The Book of Songs, compiled by Mao Heng, as well as The Book of History, compiled by
Mr. Ma and Zheng. Later on, Shao Ruichen published General Theory of the Book of Rites. The
school of new text Confucianism started to flourish in the later period of the Qing Dynasty,
having been seen in various scriptures since the Spring-Autumn Period and having shown its
existence in doctrines that still prevail in modern times. However, Wei Yuan's academic
objective was mainly to put Confucius classics into state affairs so that sublime words with

deep meaning could play a role in practical matters of the state. At the same time, this spirit of
managing both scholarship and state affairs was the idea connecting him with reform thoughts
during the late Qing Dynasty. These are the main points of Wei Yuan’s reform thoughts that this

paper will discuss.
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