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Iliness and Gazing—Disease Metaphor
and Image-making in Three Female
Writers of the Shanghai School

Chou, Fen-ling*
[ Abstract ]

Studies on the Shanghai School have been focused mainly on male writers, particularly
those of the neo-sensualist cricle. Regarding the subject of illness, these male writers typically
took sick women as the protagonists, turning women to be objects of male gaze. A group of
shining talents, these liberal neo-sensualists were noted for their skills in image-making and
keen awareness of modernity. Their handle of gender roles, however, was less than
impressive in ideologies as well as aesthetics. To make a contrast, this article turns to female
writers, taking Su Qing, Chang Ei-leen, and Wang An-yi as examples of writing on illness.
These writers set forth with personal experience; dealing with human sickness from the
perspective of women. Their description of sickness focuses on “illness” rather than mere

“disease.” Humans in illness are thus subjects experiencing sufferings. With this, these
three writers probe into the heart and soul of their characters, eventually extending the scope
to the tremendous mental disorder of family or the nation. On the other hand, these female
writers are also distinguished in image-making, inventing various techniques for round and
pictorial representation. With this, they contribute to the style of Shanghai School, making
their fiction-writings worthy counterparts to those of the Beijing School. This study
investigates female texts from a female perspective. It harbors no opposing intention, but
rather hopes to provide a perspective for male writers’ reference, and eventually for mutual
complement.

Key words: Shanghai School Disease IlIness Neo-sensualist School
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