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A preliminary Study on the Planning,
Design and Restoration Guidelines
for the Aborigines’ Sustainable Villages in Taiwan

Hwa-san Kwan

E-Mall: hskwan@mail.thu.edu.tw

Abstract

The study aims to propose a set of planning, design and restoration guidelines for the aborigines’ sustainable
villages. Therefore, it is not a progressive, pure academic and theoretical research, but a normative and applied one. The
methods utilized are first to review some cornerstone literature regarding physical environment management of
sustainable village — such as permaculture, ecological engineering, green architecture, housing and community
development, water and sewage system, waste reduction and recycle, energy efficiency and renewable energy, air quality
and climate change, transportation planning and management, land use and form of neighborhood, community economic

development, landscape ecology, in order to elicit various criteria.

In addition, the cases of sustainable villages from abroad and inland are selected to exemplify the process of
changing toward sustainable. There are : Otsenhower village, German; Ecolonia community from Dutch; Seven Spirit
Wilderness, Australia; a televillage-Colletta oli Castelbiano, Italy, and Little Bug Farm, Zion Mountain, and the Tsous’

San-mei Village in Taiwan.

After classifying the existing aboriginal villages according to their height (above sea level ) and climate zone, the
researcher choose two cases: the Yami’s Orchid Island and Tan-nan village of the Bunun, and through field survey and
checking with the guidelines, what parts of the existing physical environment of two cases show sustainability and what

parts fail are identified.

To synthesize the above efforts; an attemptative and preliminary set of guidelines regarding planning, designing,
and resorting the aboriginal sustainable villages are developed. That include reservation and traditional territory, land for

production, land for living, local economics, green architecture and environmental esthetics six sections.
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