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Wen, Hsiao-Fen”
Abstract

“Journey to the West (Sequel)” was written by Ji Gui of Ming Dynasty, and
there are 100 chapters in total. The said book is a sequel of “Journey to the West.”
It continues from the start of Chapter 98, “The Tang Monk and his three disciples
went on the main road,” and Chapter 98 to Chapter 100 of “Journey to the West”
were rewrote. The book narrates that after the Tang Monk and his disciples
obtained the True Sutras, they went back to the territory of Tang Dynasty.
However, because they had craftiness in mind, it gave rise to numerous monsters’
striving to try to seize the Buddhist scripture rolls. Fortunately, the Buddha
dispatched the great Bhikshus, Monk Daobi and Upa-saka Lingxuzi to protect
them secretly, the danger was solved, and the Monkey King (Wukong), the Tang
Monk, and other disciples thus realized and had an insight that utilizing craftiness
was useless, devoutly believed in the True Sutras, and eliminated all craftiness;
finally, they went back to Chang-an, and both the teacher and the disciples
attained Buddhahood.

Not only can the entire novel display the fantastic and abundant descriptive
skills, but its implied meaning and thought have something for people to think
over. Therefore, the research mainly explored the implied meaning of “Journey to
the West (Sequel)” and its art of writing. To observe its implied meaning, it

could be induced to be “realizing one’s true mind and seeing one’s Buddha

nature,” “satirizing the temperament,” “satirizing the politics,” and “satirizing

the religion;” in the art of writing, there are features of “profuse rhetorical

techniques,” “abundant and diversified roles,” “rich in surreal imagination,” and
“lively and comical image.” Hopefully by means of this exposition and analysis,
there can be deeper understanding to the content, meaning, and writing features
of “Journey to the West (Sequel).”

Keywords: “Journey to the West (Sequel),” implied meaning, art of writing,

allegorical novel.

*

Wen, Hsiao-Fen: Assistant Professor of General Education Center, Hsiuping University of
Science and Technology.
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