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A Study on Organ Donation and Religious Interpretation

Abstract

The increasing occurrence of various chronic diseases has been an important
issue worldwide as well as in Taiwan. Some of the chronic diseases may eventually
lead to end-stage organ failure. At this end-stage, organ transplantation is the best
way to prolong life span and to improve life quality. Unfortunately, organ shortage has
been the most important obstacle of this treatment. Previous studies showed that
religion may play a role in the decision-making of organ donation.

The aim of the present study was to explore the role of religion in the
decision-making process of organ donation in Taiwan. Through in-depth interview
with family members of organ donors, we tried to dissect the motivation of organ
donation and to elucidate if religion plays an important role in the decision-making
process. More specifically, we tried to learn if donor family made the decision through
their belief in religion.

A total of 12 cases were studied and the content of each interview was recorded
and analyzed. We found that the altruistic principle of most religions was in favor of
organ donation and might play an important role in supporting donor family to make
the decision. Given the diversity of religion in Taiwan, there were still some conflicts
in the viewpoint of organ donation. However, most of the donor families sought to
rationalize the conflicts and proceed to donation. Religion also helped soothe the deep
sorrow after they made the decision. In conclusion, religion provided a positive and
important influence on the decision-making of organ donation.

Key word : religion > organ transplantation - organ donation
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