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Abstract

The line “The Great Image has no form” is from Chapter 41 of Laozi’s Dao
De Jing (Tao Te Ching). This is in fact the last line of a section which alludes to the
unsurpassable extent of the Dao: “The Great Square has no corners, the Great
Vessel is never complete, the Great Sound cannot be heard, and the Great Image
has no form”. “The Great Image has no form” can be understood to mean that the
image of the Dao is without form and so cannot be seen. “The Great” here means
“the largest of all”, in other words the Dao. It has the largest of all images,
encompassing all others without exception. So paradoxically, although the Dao
contains all other forms it is itself without form, and although it contains all other
images, it is itself invisible. It is the largest without peer, isolated, and existing by
itself. Thus the image of the Dao, “the Great Image,” has no form. Substituting
“Image” and “form” with “Nothing” and “Something” in this sentence generates
two metaphysical ideas: “The Great Nothing is Something” and “The Great
Something is Nothing”. This implies that the metaphysical and the physical realms
converge and produce the Dao. The Great Image is also known as the Image of
Heaven, and can be interpreted as the world of human spirit; it is only when, at our
most pure and unadulterated, we experience and observe the truth of the realm of
the formless, that we are then able to comprehend the impermanence of the world

of form.

Abstract art is a school of modern art that has always attracted a lot of
attention. Abstraction is in fact a fundamental language through which we can
understand the world and express ideas. Abstract concepts enter the arena of the
tangible by way of visible operational acts; abstract art gives form to abstract

concepts, but the kind of art that emerges is in no way confined to any particular



appearance. Clement Greenberg (1909-1994), the American theorist of abstract
expressionism in art, famously wrote that the history of modern art was one of a
continual flattening and abstraction of artistic styles. In his PhD thesis Abstraction
and Empathy, the German art historian Wilhelm Worringer (1881-1965) expressed
the belief that there exist two opposing impulses in artistic creation, the “urge to
empathy” and the “urge to abstraction”; it is the urge to abstraction that leads us to
produce abstractionism’s artistic forms. When solace is nowhere to be found in the
impermanent, ever-changing objective world, we can only seek release in the
unfathomable mysteries of change, longing to lay down the lasting marks of our
generation in abstract form. When abstract art forms appear, this often implies the
artist’s psychological withdrawal from the world. Through the practice of creating
abstract art, one can gradually leave behind the cacophony of real life and obtain a

clear and bright state of mind and being.

| decided to make my early works abstract to allow the eye and even the spirit
to be free of reliance on external objects. The abstract relies on pure and simple
form. The dots, lines, surfaces, and colors of an abstract painting contain unlimited
spiritual meaning. This fact easily overwhelms me. In my recent works, the
microcosmic idea | have applied is to show, through depicting slices of
commonplace objects, the “song of my heart”, which is so difficult to sing. This
kind of small but complete form is very suited to expressing the fact that “words
are restrained but sentiments are unlimited”. My creations are only expressing the
sentiments of each stage of life. They do not convey too much important teachings
and implications. Although they are not purely abstract, they are still close to what
Frank Stella said: “What you see is what you see”. The same goes for my paintings.

Do not over interpret them. There are merely different degrees of appreciation.
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