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The Dialogue Between Community Work Practice and Theory:

An Action Construction

Community work in Taiwan is mainly driven by policies of
the government. Most NGOs receive funds from the
government, however, while some NGOs, like Qing-shui-gou,
refuse to accept government funding to stay independent in
their decision making. Qing-shui-gou, located in Luku village,
Nantou county, Taiwan. It was established by some social
workers and the local people after the 921 earthquake
disaster who have come together to recover the Luku area.

As a social worker of community work and a member of
Qing-shui-gou for ten years, | use action research to
construct interpretative frameworks of my community work.
And narrative is a tool in this study to access the
interpretative frameworks that the actors use to construct
their accounts of events and to make sense of their action.
Praxis in this study is the reflexive relationship between
theories and action.

After we left Qing-shui-gou individually, my old
colleagues and | being as narrators and our products as
texts are the primary data sources of this study. The goal is
to reconceptualize the main concepts of community, and try
to answer these questions: What is community? What are
the main concepts of our community work? And why we do
community work? This knowledge about practice in the
community work context is hoped to help social workers to
realize their situation and make sense of the world.

Key words:
community work
praxis
action research
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