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Abstract

Accompanied with the speedy development, the globalization and
regionalization have been a trend nowadays. Unlike EU, the Asia
regional integration is a form of hierarchy; therefore, this study
applies a “Hierarchical Approach” to explore the effect caused by
China to ASEAN regional integration. ASEAN, as the main stream
of Asia regional integration, lacks great power to lead under its regime,
and was at a standstill during 1990s. In the post-Cold War era, “the
Ascent of China” was a significant issue because of its rapid economic
and military growth. However, China believes that it’s a Peaceful
Ascent, and showed its humble position by participating in the
regional cooperation actively under ASEAN’s regime. Since then,
the Asia regional integration has been pushed ahead with the leading
by great power such as China and this has made the region becomes a
hierarchy.

This study is based on David A. Lake’s perspective, Hierarchical
Approach, and uses four analytical indicators to analyze the economic
hierarchy such as relative trade dependence, the autonomy of a
country, and the quantity of export and import ranking, etc. It will
conclude that there is an economic hierarchy in East Asia, and this
hierarchy led by great power would be conducive to regional
integration now and in the near future.

Keywords : Hierarchical approach, economic hierarchy, China,

ASEAN
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1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
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13 14 20 27 23
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2428 2563 2574 2147 2258
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