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[Abstract]

In Taiwan, which was liberated at the same year when the World War 11 ended in
1945, during the martial law from 1949 to 1987, the use of the Japanese language was
forbidden in educational services or public places, and the education of Mandarin
Chinese that has become a new mandarin was gradually developed. However, the use
of the Japanese language has been used increasingly since martial law was lifted in
1987. Nowadays, it can be said that it’s becoming "Japanolatry". Whereas for me,
who moved to live with my Taiwanese grandparents on my mother's side in the
northern part of Taiwan since | was very young, | could feel both the local
pro-Japanese attitude and the anti-Japanese motion in special anniversary days, and
this kind of conflicting motion towards Japan kept puzzling me for a long time. So, in
terms of the concept about Japan from grandparents on my mother's side and friends
of the same age who experienced the Japanese Colonial Period and the period when
the Japanese language was restricted, but up to the present, still can speak the
Japanese language fluently like their mother tongue, and the use trend of the Japanese
language in different environments in order to continue to develop the Japanese
language, the author has carried out interviews with the following three groups of
surveyed persons: persons from learning organizations of the elderly (A group);
persons from day care centers, who use the Japanese language as their main
communication language (B group); and persons who speak the Japanese language to
their family or friends in their private environment (C group). 10 persons in each
group were picked for the interview with 30 interviewees in total. Then, the author
has firstly explicated the motion towards Japan in Taiwan which has puzzled the
author, from the viewpoint of the local elderly before the war who experienced the
Japanese colonial period, by analyzing the following items for each group in terms of
the use trend of the Japanese language from the end of the war until nowadays,
especially common and different points.

1. The change of Japanese usage from the re-taking period after the war till
now.
Whether to teach the Japanese language to their children?
What they think about the institution for the elderly whom they are well
with or they know. (whether the institution is good or bad/Hope in the
addition of relevant institution?)

4. Except the institution where they used to visit, whether they go to other
places where the Japanese language is used.



5. About the daily environment for the use of the Japanese language, and the
institutions for the use of the Japanese language which serve the elderly.
6. About the use of Japanese books.

On the basis of each item above, despite the Japanese language has been
restricted in many respects since the liberated period, it has never come to an end. In
addition, the use of the Japanese language until now can be considered as an evidence
and the bonds of persons who have experienced the Japanese language education
before the war. Besides, in respect of the Japanese language education nowadays, the
teaching method which is suitable for various age phases of the prewar and postwar
elderly and the compilation of teaching materials that is easy to understand or read by
the elderly are important links in the Japanese language education for the elderly in
the future. In addition, it is expected that for the elderly who are intimate with the
Japanese language just like their mother tongue, the establishment of public
Japanese-speaking places may become their new life circle where they can make new
friends.

[keywords] the usage of language after the war
the local elderly before the war

martial law

the elder japanese learner of senior center

taipei gyokulansou day care cente
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