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Abstract

The public museums in Taiwan, that are marked the beginning of the Japanese
colonial period, are different from the museums developed in the context of European
and American culture. In the current Taiwan society, “Indigenous Contemporary Art” is
concerned by the mainstream society. The term “Indigenous contemporary Art” differs
from the other one “Indigenous Art” which is integrated closely with the ethnic culture
systems in the traditional society. This study is concerned the form, value and meaning of
the Indigenous Contemporary Art, which are transformed from the traditional society to
the Taiwan society now, as well as the legal knowledge conforming to the national
perspectives, constructed by the exhibition field of the public museums. The purpose is to
understand when the public museums become spaces as the representative of the national
perspectives, local collective memory and civilized indicators, they how to perform their
perspectives by way of exhibition and curating to communicate with the Indigenous
Contemporary Aurt.

Indigenous ethnic art being created should follow the development of their own
social context. The different histories and social organizations produce different art.
Taiwan was controlled by the Japanese colonialism from 1895 to 1945, and the
Retrocession of Taiwan in 1945. During this period, the indigenous ethnic traditional
social organization disintegrated rapidly, and the culture, exiting with ethnic social
organizations also gradually disappeared. The eras of 1980s were also the periods in
which the social movements happened frequently. The lifting of Martial Law was
proclaimed in 1987.The term “subjectivity” of Taiwan was magnified in the society
because the regime changed during the 1990s.Indigenous were on the behalf of Taiwan
subjectivity meaning, so they were emphasized in the era of subjective identify dominant

the artistic expression. Thus the symbolism of artistic expression as a ethnic culture
\Y



microcosm disappeared gradually. Owing to the emphasizing personal consciousness,
there are diversified forms of artistic expression. The National Museum of Prehistory and
the Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Art are the two public museums in Taiwan, that pay
attention to this phenomenon and develop indigenous contemporary art positively.
Respectively emphasize it’s “contemporary” of the diversified artistic expression by way
of different knowledge systems and different subjects in the particular exhibitions, and
“create” the indigenous’ “new culture concept” by the exhibition discourse.

In the exhibition, the public museum has the advantage of the power of discourse to
interpret the phenomenon. It can not only express some phenomenon and consciousness
subjectively, but also has direct intents and purpose when the Special Exhibitions are held.
As the result, as soon as the object is interpreted under the particular consciousness, some
developments of the artistic exhibitions are strengthened or weakened. In other word,
while the indigenous contemporary art is exhibited in the public museum, it faces a
particular class that is able to copy and produce the aesthetic conception and art value in
the indigenous contemporary art field.

Keywords: the public museums, Indigenous contemporary art, exhibition curating
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