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Abstract

“Inform obligation” is a physicians’ obligation to the patient. It
requires physicians to inform patients the description of the disease,
the choice of diagnostic methods, the risk issues. Furthermore,
“Inform obligation” is to give patients more space and ability to
decide how to accept, select or reject the physicians’ medical
program. Recently, with the rise of medical disputes and popularity
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of the medical awareness, Physicians’ neglect to inform obligation is
often the main cause to medical disputes. It should be observed if the
inform obligation is the physicians’ additional medical care? If the
physicians do not perform this kind of “inform obligation”, is it a
criminal case of negligence? These problems are related between the
judgments and inform obligation.

This article is based on the judgments of different courts in
Taiwan in the past ten years. In order to clarify the related concepts,
this article is divided into three periods according to the criminal
judgments. The early one is from 2001 to 2004, a time to germinate.
The second one is from 2005 to 2008, a time to develop. The third
one is from 2009 to now, a time to adjust.

This article not only focuses on what the concept “inform
obligation” is, but also discusses its development in the Supreme
Court in Taiwan.
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